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Course Description:  

Students will learn copy editing, headline writing, page design, layout, desktop publishing and photography while using Adobe PhotoShop and InDesign to create documents such newspaper and magazine pages. 

Course Objectives:  

•
Explore the elements of good design in various publications, including newspapers, 

magazines and Web sites.

•
Teach journalism ethics, including libel, copyright and fair use.

•
Introduce Associated Press Style and editing techniques, including headline and caption 

writing.

•
Demonstrate how to use Adobe Photoshop and Adobe InDesign in creating publications.

Student Learning Outcomes:
Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to:

1. Use copy editing marks accurately.

2. Copyedit news stories.
3. Use spelling, punctuation, and grammar skills accurately using Associated Press style.
4. Write s concise, accurate headlines and photo captions using Associated Press style.

5. Incorporate the elements of good page design to create a page for a newspaper, 

magazine or newsletter.
6. Design a page using the desktop publishing Adobe InDesign.
7. Read the laws of libel and apply them to copy editing and decision-making concerning 

news and opinion articles.

8. Participate in class discussions related to newspaper ethics.

9. Use appropriate design rules to choose and edit photographs using Adobe Photoshop.

Length of Course:
44 lecture hours

Grading Method:
Letter grade (A-F) or Pass/No Pass
Prerequisites:

None

Recommended:
Pass RD-090 or placement in RD-115; pass WR-095 or placement in 



WR-121.
Required Text:
The Newspaper Designer’s Handbook, Sixth Edition, by Tim Harrower.
Major Topic Outline:

1. Copy editing

2. Spelling: commonly misspelled words

3. Headline writing

4. Desktop publishing

    a. Design

    b. Layout

    c. Typography

5. Photography

6. Ethics and libel  

